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Bill shares WorkSafe HSR of
the Year Award

This is the second year in a row that Sherie
Patterson, a Laboratory Technician, will join
other staff and students from Bayside College
to walk the Kokoda Track.

Having no family history or association with
the Track Sherie’s initial interest came simply
from the physical challenge the Track presented
plus the opportunity to work closely with students
from Bayside College to achieve a common
goal.

“Once I read more about Kokoda, I
developed an understanding and appreciation
of the Australians who fought there,” she says.

Sherie now proudly attends the ANZAC Day
dawn service with great admiration for the men
who fought.

“The chance to meet the last living Fuzzy
Wuzzy Angel was a unique and humbling
experience.”

“The Track was a physical, emotional and
psychological challenge for everyone and
although I was aware of the physical challenge,
I never imagined the emotional and
psychological aspects of the trek,” she says.

“I felt immense pride in the group as we
completed the walk.”

“It was a terrif ic achievement which
hopefully will drive the students (& myself)
in future pursuits and will be remembered
forever.”

Walking Kokoda!

Sherie visits the single classroom at Nagi School in PNG

Youth Just ice Worker  Wi l l iam (Bi l l )
Thomson works the night shif t  at the
Melbourne Youth Justice Centre and has
worked for DHS and been a CPSU member
for more than 15 years.

Bill was responsible for initiating HSR
forums within DHS to promote information
exchange and support for all HSRs and
has lead on health and safety initiatives at
the MYJC.

The Awards were held in late October and
topped off a huge and successful Work Safe
Week with Awards being presented to eight
recipients in front of guests at a gala event held
at Crown Palladium.

There were 134 entries with 25 finalists in
this year’s Awards from which Bill and the other
seven recipients were chosen.

Each finalist and Award recipient sets
new standards of safety at work. Their
dedication, commitment and leadership
are inspirational.

Bill encourages others to become a HSR
and improve your workplace for all.
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Yet, it’s his responsibility in caring for the
lighthouse, built in 1862 from granite cut on
the island, that Leo takes the greatest pride.

“I gain great satisfaction from the knowledge
that I am contributing to the preservation of
one of Australia’s iconic Marine Heritage
structures,” he says.

“Much of what I do is following in the footsteps
of dozens of light keepers who have lived on the
island.”

Although Leo loves the extraordinary
quirkiness of his job, he admits the reality of life
on the island can be testing.

Gabo Island, 13 kilometres off the coast of
Mallacoota, juts out into the eastern corner of Bass
Strait and is exposed to the full force of the weather.

“I have witnessed some terrific storms and it
is not uncommon to have difficulty walking
around due to the wind strength,” says Leo.

“There are many incidents to relate that are
due to storms, wind and swells.

These range from boats in distress, people
stuck on the island and damage to buildings
and infrastructure.”

As well as the treacherous weather, the
monthly rotations are disruptive to life off the
island, and loneliness is a constant battle as
Leo can commonly go two weeks without seeing
another person.

Gabo Island - “Sometimes it seems idyllic and the best place on earth at other times ….”

5. Island Getaway (Continued)

“Living and working on the Island produces
many challenges for a range of reasons,” says
Leo.

“Sometimes it seems idyllic and the best place
on earth and at other times you want to be
anywhere else other than stuck out there.

But often when you are feeling down in the
dumps you might see something grim on the
news or witness some weather phenomena or
the wildlife produces a spectacle, and it feels
like a pretty good place to be.”

Leo has been on the island for eight years
and says while pursuing hobbies has helped
him deal with the isolation; the support of Parks
Victoria has been the key to him remaining
happy in the job for so long.

“The main reason I continue to enjoy living
and working out there is because of the terrific

support I get from my supervisor and ranger in
charge,” says Leo.

“Their efforts have been crucial to the
wellbeing of the caretakers.”

6. An Eye for Beauty

After  19 years as a working as a Parks Victoria
ranger Elaine Thomas is as enthusiastic as ever
about her role in preserving the state’s beautiful
parkland for future generations.

With global warming threatening some of
our most precious and fragile ecosystems,
Elaine, a ranger at Mt Beauty Alpine National
Park, is ready to step up to the challenge in
monitoring and managing the effects of climate
change.

“Global warming is a real factor in the alps
and it’s going to be interesting to monitor the
changes that occur as a result – and working
with the scientific community as they do this,”
she says.

“I love being actively involved with on-ground
conservation works. I like to think I am making
a difference and having an influence on the
long term conservation of Australia’s precious
and rare alpine environment.”

Elaine thrives in working among a team of
dedicated rangers and revels in the opportunity
to share skills and ideas.

She’s aspiring to participate in work
exchange programs overseas to further her
experience and counts her involvement in
organising the fourth International Ranger
Federation World Ranger Congress that was
held in 2003 at Wilsons Promontory National
Park as one of the highlights of her career.

“Over 150 rangers from over 25 countries
spent a week together at the Prom talking park
management.

Very inspirational!”

Elaine has been in Mt Beauty for just over two
years, arriving with her partner Mick (also a
Parks Victoria ranger), after a 10 year post at
Wilsons Promontory, and the stunning township
at the foot of Mt Bogong has captured her
heart.

“It’s a great location – surrounded by the
mountains with views of snow covered peaks,”
says Elaine.

“It’s a very active community – skiing in the
winter, hiking or bike riding in summer.

Elaine Thomas, Park Ranger, Mt Beauty Alpine National Park

We have bought a block of land and are
about to build a house, so Mt Beauty is probably
the place we will ‘retire’.”

While Mt Beauty is where she’s settled, Elaine
feels fortunate to have also worked in some of
Victoria’s most spectacular parks, including the
Mornington Peninsula, the Dandenongs and
the Snowy River National Park and is thankful
for the efforts of Parks Victoria union members
in negotiating conditions which make her feel
like her work is valued.
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ALL our Schools across Victoria celebrated the contribution and
achievements made to their communities by School Services
Officers last month and here’s a few snaps of the festivities.

Recognition Week


